
What Does Early Old Age 
Ministry Mean for My 
Congregation?
Redefining Older Adult Ministry





How EOA is a Game 
Changer

1. “Robust elderly” – 65 to 80
2. New Cultural Phenomenon

1. Health

2. Time Affluence

3. Spiritually Sensitive Season

3. “Done’s”
1. Religiously socialized

2. Disaffiliated at highest rate

3. Institutional suspicion



http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/wlsresearch/documentation/



What Are Churches Doing to Reach 
EOA’s?

´ Giving Voice to Spiritual Pathways

´ Challenge Not Chaplaincy

´ Rituals Not Institutions

´ Proxemics Not Programs



1. Giving Voice to Spiritual Pathways



Faith Stories ™
https://aloaserves.org/faith-stories/

Excellent resource: Dr. Mary Manz Simon



Genealogy to Spiritual Genogram



Genealogy to Spiritual Genogram

Peter Scazzero

https://www.emotionallyhealthy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/GENOGRAM-
WORKBOOK.pdf



2. Challenge Not Chaplaincy
But starts with Losses Not Gains

Gains Losses



Challenge Not Chaplaincy
Ministry With Not To for Long Term Belonging

Point of Reconnection Challenge



Hunger for Purposeful Belonging

´“While only one-quarter of Americans and one-third 
of Canadians have volunteered in retirement, 89% 

of Americans and Canadians agree that there 
should be more ways for retirees to help in their 

communities.”

´ https://agewave.com/the-four-pillars-of-the-new-retirement/

´ Based on research by Edward Jones and Age Wave. Nine-month study of  9,000 adults in the U.S. 
and Canada, including qualitative research of nearly 100 working and retired adults. (August 
2020)

https://agewave.com/the-four-pillars-of-the-new-retirement/


Youth Ministry For Early Old Age

´ Challenge: desire to impact next generations
´ Including grandchildren(ish)

´ Many churches have intentional design for youth

´ Silver Mission Churches intentionally design for EOA volunteers

´ How can we disciple EOAs through Youth Ministry?



Zucchini Missions in Community and Abroad:
Not Being Used, But Stewarding Their Gifts



3. Rituals Not Institutions
Goal is not making people thankful for what was



http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/wlsresearch/documentation/



Cultural Shift Away From Formal 
Organizations



Silver Mission Churches Build on Ritual 
Rather Than Organization Membership

´ What are important rituals in your church?
´ How do you explain them?
´ How do you connect them to religiously socialized?

´ What practices do you highlight as a community?
´ What are low attendance meetings that you are frustrated with?

´ Can they be changed to purpose oriented activities?
´ Can they be changed to experiential mission work?



4. Proxemics Not Programs
Not All Ministry Spaces Are Alike



Invitation to Belong Was Intentional
The Key is Inviting to the Right Space





What Are Churches Doing to Reach 
EOA’s?

´ Giving Voice to Spiritual Pathways

´ Challenge Not Chaplaincy

´ Rituals Not Institutions

´ Proxemics Not Programs



Adult Lutherans Organized for Action


